324                    E. H. HARRIMAN
The nearly successful attempt of Mr. Harriman to secure control of the Northern Pacific startled and alarmed not only J. Pierpont Morgan, who was the person most interested in that corporation, but also Mr. Hill and the little group of men who had cooperated with him in the building of the Great Northern.   They regarded themselves as responsible for the future of the systems that they had created or reorganized; they had a natural feeling of pride in them, and they wished to have carried out, even after their own retirement or death, the plans they had formed for their future management and operation. They determined, therefore, to bind them together in such a safe and permanent way as to ensure unified control and, at the same time, prevent them from falling into the hands of rival corporations or alien interests. Mr. Hill was the first to think of and suggest the idea of forming a holding company, to be known as the Northern Securities Company, which should acquire the stock of both the Great Northern and Northern Pacific and issue in lieu thereof stock certificates of its own. Such a company would have, including the stock of the recently acquired Burlington, a capitalization of three or four hundred million dollars, and would be so large and strong that, in all probability, no alien or hostile corporation could ever get control of it by purchasing a majority of its shares.